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To the Honourable Russ Mirasty, 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan  

 

May it please your Honour: 

 

The undersigned is pleased to present the Saskatchewan 
Research Council Annual Report for the period ending March 31, 
2022.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Honourable Jeremy Harrison  
Minister Responsible for Saskatchewan Research Council 
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Vision 
Driven by our passion for a better world, we will break boundaries to become the most internationally 
recognized and valued science solutions company in North America. 

Mission 
We proudly deliver smart science solutions, with unparalleled service to clients and colleagues, that 
grow and strengthen our economy. We embrace our safe, creative and diverse work environment which 
enables us to excel, personally and professionally. We live by our core values to build a better world. 

Values 
Integrity  

Respect  

Quality  

One Team 
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The 2021-22 fiscal year marked the Saskatchewan Research Council’s (SRC) 74th year of growing and 
strengthening Saskatchewan’s economy.  
 
Solid fiscal performance continued as the organization focused on its mission to create impacts for the 
province. SRC’s Board of Directors and Executive Team continued to position the organization for a 
recovery following COVID-19 and there were many new opportunities.  

It was a record-breaking year in terms of revenue due in part to SRC’s role in the Saskatchewan 
Accelerated Site Closure Program (ASCP), which provides funding to Saskatchewan-based oil and gas 
service companies to conduct abandonment (clean up) and reclamation work of inactive oil and gas well 
sites across the province. Launched in 2020, with federal government funding over two years through 
the COVID-19 Economic Response Plan and led by the Saskatchewan Ministry of Energy and Resources, 
Saskatchewan was able to implement the program faster than any other Canadian province and 
deployed hundreds of jobs with licensed producers and oilfield service companies in Saskatchewan. As 
program administrator, SRC uses a procurement-based model to allocate work, which allows for the 
implementation of area-based closure by bundling work into packages. In December 2021, more than 
575 Saskatchewan-based companies had carried out over 5,500 well site reclamation and remediation 
projects across the province.  
 
Construction activities continued closer to home on the first stage of SRC’s Rare Earth Processing 
Facility, which includes a Monazite Processing Unit (MPU) and a Solvent Extraction Unit (SXU). A private 
sector landlord is handling the building construction in Saskatoon, which SRC will lease. SRC is continuing 
to make progress with the Facility's design and procuring highly specialized plant equipment. In July 
2021, SRC reached a significant milestone by procuring up to 800 tonnes of monazite concentrate from 
Indústrias Nucleares do Brasil (INB), S.A., in Brazil from their mine and processing facility. The monazite 
concentrate arrived at SRC in the spring of 2022 and will be used as a feedstock for the MPU, once 
operational. 

In December 2021, SRC Geoanalytical Laboratories opened at their new location on Cleveland Avenue in 
Saskatoon. This move was part of a larger strategy to consolidate SRC’s Mining and Minerals Division 
into one purpose-built facility to serve clients more effectively. The new location provides more 
opportunities to continue expanding our services and capabilities to meet the changing needs of 
industry. The $15 million in funding for this facility was provided by the Government of Saskatchewan. 

Continuing with the theme of facilities, SRC’s SLOWPOKE-2 nuclear research reactor was officially 
considered decommissioned in 2021. The reactor had operated safely in Saskatoon for 38 years. The 
highly regulated, multi-year decommissioning process, overseen by the Canadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission (CNSC), included the removal and safe disposal of all materials associated with the reactor, 
such as fuel and reactor parts. The SLOWPOKE-2 facility has been inspected and tested, and the CNSC 
has officially deemed the decommissioning complete. The space where the reactor was once situated is 
now available for regular or office use.  

As one chapter was winding down, new ones were being written. In spring 2022, SRC and Westinghouse 
Electric Canada signed a Memorandum of Understanding to advance very small modular reactors 

https://www.src.sk.ca/industries/mining
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(vSMRs), also known as micro-reactors, in Saskatchewan. The project to locate an eVinci™ nuclear 
battery in Saskatchewan for the development and testing of industrial, research and energy use 
applications will create a customized solution for Saskatchewan’s unique, reliable clean energy needs. 

Other exciting new projects rolled in throughout the year, as well. SRC's EOR and In-Situ Processes team 
received funding from Innovation Saskatchewan for their Direct Steam Generation project, which 
involves working with industry partners to validate the use of direct contact steam for enhanced oil 
recovery in Saskatchewan's Viking formation. This funding is part of the Government of Saskatchewan's 
multi-year, $1.2-million investment in six Saskatchewan innovators through the Saskatchewan 
Advantage Innovation Fund (SAIF) and Agtech Growth Fund (AGF). SAIF supports the commercialization 
of game-changing technological innovations in the province's core economic sectors, while AGF 
operates in parallel as a research and development funding program designed to accelerate the 
commercialization of game-changing technological innovations in the province's agricultural sector. 

SRC’s Process Development team received a $350,000 grant from the Ministry of Energy and Resources 
(ER) to aid in developing the Government of Saskatchewan's Emissions Inventory. The work includes 
compiling information for the emissions inventory, which ER will use internally to help confirm and 
inform current and future emissions reductions from the upstream oil and gas sector. The 
Saskatchewan Emissions Inventory is one of two initiatives created by the government to support 
responsible energy production that enhance Saskatchewan-specific data and ensure the province 
remains one of the most sustainable energy producers in the world. The Saskatchewan Emissions 
Inventory will further expand methane modelling and measurement in the province, while the Gas 
Commercialization Mapping (GCM) Service will highlight methane-concentrated areas and allow the 
energy sector to better plan and collaborate on scaled methane capture and commercialization projects, 
including with Crown utilities. 

SRC also received a grant of $140,000 to complete a Helium Liquefaction Hub Study, which will 
incorporate technical and economic components and provide the critical information needed to develop 
a commercial scale, value-added, export-oriented helium sector in Saskatchewan. Saskatchewan has 
high helium concentrations and some of the most attractive geology in the world for low-emission 
helium production. Helium is a highly desirable commodity with no substitute and is used in medical 
research and diagnostics, semiconductor manufacturing, space exploration, fibre optics, nuclear power 
generation and other advanced technology sectors. 

As we prepare to celebrate our 75th year, we can look back and see SRC’s evolution from a small 
research facility to the province’s largest research and technology organization, employing over 350 
professionals. Over the past seven decades a lot has happened in Saskatchewan. Computers, internet, 
rare earth elements and net zero were not even topics of conversation in 1947. Since then, SRC has 
played a leading role in helping Saskatchewan adapt, develop and thrive in the face of these changes 
and also in the energy, resource and agricultural sectors of the province. 

The opportunities we undertook in 2021-22, along with ongoing innovation, flexible planning and 
continuous improvement, have ensured that we are continuing to deliver quality services to our clients, 
while also creating lasting impacts in our communities. 

Mike Crabtree    George Prudat 
President and CEO  Chair, Board of Directors 

https://www.src.sk.ca/services/enhanced-oil-recovery-solutions
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Authority  

The Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC) is a Saskatchewan Treasury Board Crown Corporation 
governed by The Research Council Act. Within this framework, the Board of Directors (Board) delegates 
the responsibility and authority for the ongoing management of the corporation to the President and 
CEO.  

Board Responsibilities  

The Board ensures that the activities of the corporation are carried out under the terms of The Research 
Council Act. The Board oversees the stewardship of the corporation and has responsibility for strategic 
planning, risk oversight and monitoring of financial and business performance. The Board ensures that 
management has systems in place to identify and manage the principal risks of the business.  

Board Composition and Compensation  

The SRC Board is comprised of a diverse combination of knowledge and expertise. The members 
represent a cross-section of SRC’s stakeholder community. All but the President & CEO are independent 
of SRC management. Board members (except for members who are government employees) receive a 
retainer and an honorarium for meetings attended. The level of compensation is established by Treasury 
Board. Members are allowed travel and associated expenses at SRC-approved rates.  

The Board and Management  

The Board focuses on the strategic leadership of the corporation and does not become involved in day-
to-day management, but delegates and entrusts operational decisions to management, holding 
management accountable for the corporation’s performance, long-term viability and the achievement 
of its objectives.  

The Board also has established an Audit/Finance Committee and a Governance Committee. 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  9 
 

 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  10 
 

 



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  11 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  12 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  13 
 

 

 

 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  16 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  17 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  18 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  19 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  20 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  21 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  22 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  23 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  24 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  25 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  26 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  27 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  28 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  29   
 
   



   
SRC Annual Report 2021-22  30 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  31 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  32 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  33 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  34 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  35 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  36 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  37 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  38 
 

 

  



SRC Annual Report 2021-22  39 
 

 


	Vision
	Mission
	Values

